
DRCOG TO SUBMIT SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES 
PLANNING GRANT APPLICATION ON BEHALF OF 
DENVER REGION 

Board action authorizes DRCOG to submit a Sustainable Communities Regional Plan-
ning Grant application on behalf of the greater Denver region. The U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the 
U.S. Department of Transportation have formed a Partnership for Sustainable Communi-
ties and offer funding opportunities for multijurisdictional planning efforts to integrate 
housing, land use, economic and workforce development, transportation and infrastruc-
ture improvements. The region’s proposal is to refine Metro Vision to attend to the six 
Federal Livability Principles and to provide financial support to advance the successful 
implementation of the Livability Principles at the local level. DRCOG has taken the lead 
in bringing together 62 participants, representing a broad spectrum of public and private 
partners, to develop the joint application. Thirty jurisdictions in the region, representing 
83 percent of the region’s 2.8 million population, have separately adopted resolutions of 
support for the grant application thus far. 

DRCOG 2009 ANNUAL FASTRACKS REVIEW
AND DETERMINATION REPORT

As part of its annual responsibility, the Board considered DRCOG’s 2009 Annual Fas-
Tracks Review and Determination Report. State statute charges DRCOG with approving 
the specific technology and financing for a regional fixed-guideway mass transit system. 
The Board conditioned its original approval of FasTracks in 2004 by requiring an annual 
review since most corridors had not yet completed environmental studies and change 
was inevitable.  

The Board accepted the findings of DRCOG’s 2009 report and approved the modifi-
cations to the FasTracks 2010 financial plan.  The findings note schedule changes for 
nearly all FasTracks corridors, ranging from one- to three-year extensions and recent 
completion of environmental documents.  The review found laudable progress by RTD 
on environmental documentation and right-of-way agreements, noting that RTD needs 
to continue progress on right-of-way.  In its review of the 2008 Annual Report, the 
DRCOG Board called for RTD to be more conservative in the assumptions used for the 
next financial plan; the DRCOG staff’s current review found the plan more realistic and 
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an improvement over  the previous plan.   If changes to the assumptions in this financial plan occur in the 
future, RTD will need to reflect them in subsequent annual reports for DRCOG Board consideration.

2008-2013 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM AMENDED  

The Board amended the 2008-2013 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) as part of its quarterly action 
to keep the document up to date. The approved amendments were requested by the Colorado Department 
of Transportation (CDOT). The first amendment allows CDOT to increase pool funds to be allocated to a new 
project, and the second allows CDOT to program funds released by the Colorado Transportation Commis-
sion to reconstruct interchanges at I-25/Santa Fe and I-25/Alameda.

TRAFFIC SIGNAL SYSTEM IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 2010 UPDATE 

The Board adopted the Traffic Signal System Improvement Program 2010 Update, which guides the expendi-
ture of federal funds to implement cost-effective improvements to the traffic signal system in the region over 
the period of fiscal years 2011 through 2016. The action approves allocation of $3.4 million for year 2011, and 
approves funding to increase to $3.7 million annually in fiscal years 2012 through 2015. 

DENVER WATER PRESENTATION 

Dave Little of Denver Water gave Board members an overview of the challenges facing the water provider in 
ensuring its customers and the region have a secure water future. Little told the Board Denver Water has 1.3 
million customers, making Denver Water the provider of water for the majority of metro area residents.  

PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE GUIDELINES BOOKLET 

Board members received copies of a newly produced document summarizing key pedestrian and bicycle 
policies and facility design guidelines. Guidelines for Successful Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities in the 
Denver Region is intended to serve as a convenient reference for communities planning for bicyclists and 
pedestrians. The booklet includes:
 • Recommended policies to be considered by local governments and implementing agencies,
 • Design considerations, and 
 • Land development principles. 

DRCOG RECEIVES CENSUS PARTICIPATION CERTIFICATE

The Census Bureau recognized DRCOG’s efforts to promote and share information about the 2010 Census by 
presenting a participation certificate to Chair Rod Bockenfeld. Larry Mugler of the Denver Regional Census 
Center made the presentation and shared the region’s 73 percent mail participation rate in the Census. He 
also updated the Board on Census products and release dates. 
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SHORT COURSE CERTIFICATES PRESENTED

Chair Bockenfeld presented certificates to elected officials recently completing DRCOG’s Short Course Series. 
Lakewood Councilor and DRCOG Board Alternate Karen Kellen and Littleton Council Member and DRCOG 
Vice Chair Jim Taylor received certificates for attending all classes in the three-class series. DRCOG offers the 
short courses during the year as a way to learn more about the organization and its activities and programs.  
The next set of short courses begin early in 2011. 
     
DRCOG ORIENTATION PLANNED AUG. 26

A DRCOG orientation is set for 4 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 26. The session is designed to give an overview of 
DRCOG’s responsibilities, activities and programs. All Board members and alternates, local elected officials, 
local government staff members and others are welcome to attend the session, which will be held at DRCOG. 
Please call Connie Garcia at 303-480-6701 or email cgarcia@drcog.org for more information. 

PLAN TO ATTEND GUBERNATORIAL FORUM SEPT. 17

DRCOG, the Metro North Chamber of Commerce and the Arvada Chamber of Commerce are hosting a 
gubernatorial candidate forum on Friday, Sept. 17 at the Arvada Center, 6901 Wadsworth Blvd. Registration 
for the event begins at 7 a.m., while the breakfast is slated to run from 7:30-9:30 a.m. Candidates John Hick-
enlooper, Dan Maes, and Tom Tancredo have all confirmed their attendance. 

The registration deadline is Sept. 13. Those wishing to register and pay for the event are encouraged to con-
tact Amber Kirchmer at the Metro North Chamber at amber@metronorthchamber.com or 303 288-1000, ext. 3. 
A variety of registration levels are offered; please visit www.drcog.org and look on the home page calendar 
for a link to more information. 




